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The Working Group on Farm Labor and Rural Poverty was formed in 1987 by professors at
various campuses of the University of California in collaboration with the California Institute for Rural
Studies, a non-profit research and educational institute located in Davis, California. The Working
Group advisory board is composed of eight members from the University of California and nine
members from the Californiacommunity. The Working Group has four main goals: (1) to encourage
and support policy-oriented research on rural labor and poverty in California; (2) to bring together
academics, activists and policy-makers, both to define the research agenda and to carry on a
continuing dialogue over policies; (3) to encourage, fund and assist organizational development and
action-oriented research in rural California community groups; (4) to act as a clearinghouse for infor-
mation on rural labor and poverty in the West. A library and other resources available to the public
are maintained at CIRS in Davis.

The Working Group publishes a newsletter, Rural California Report, which is available free of
charge, and it has issued the following papers:

Working Paper 1 — Don Villarejo
Farm Restructuring & Employment in California Agriculture

Working Paper 2 - Paul G. Bamnett
Survey of Research on the Impacts of Pesticide on
Agricultural Workers and the Rural Environment

Working Paper 3 -~ Michael Kearney & Carol Nagengast
Anthropological Perspectives on Transnational Communities
in Rural California
J. Edward Taylor
Illegal Immigrants, California Agriculture and the Mexican Economy

Working Paper 4 ~ Philip L. Martin
The California Farm Labor Market

Working Paper 5§ - Miriam J. Wells & Martha S. West
Regulation of the Farm Labor Market: An Assessment
of Farm Worker Protections Under California’s
Agricultural Labor Relations Act

Working Paper 6 —~ Susan Peck
California Farmworker Housing

Working Paper 7 - Douglas B. Gwynn, Yoshio Kawamura,
Edward Dolber-Smith & Refugio I. Rochin
Cdlifornia’s Rural Poor: Trends, Correlates, and Policies

Working Paper 8 - Paula Cruz Takash & Joaquin Avila
Latino Political Participation in Rural California

These papers and the accompanying commentary were presented at a research review
conference held at Fresno City College, Fresno, California, May 7, 1988. The support of the Ford
Foundation, the Rosenberg Foundation, and the Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources of the
University of California is gratefully acknowledged.






