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In early January 1996, the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA)
released a "non-partisan study” that described economic impacts that were predicted to result
from the potential suspension of methyl bromide registration. Titled Methyl Bromide: An
Impact Assessment, the report was described in a CDFA press release as having been prepared

using data compiled by the University of California at Berkeley (UCB.)!

The California Institute for Rural Studies (CIRS) has no formal position in support or
opposition to the pending legislation concerning whether or not to suspend or retain methyl
bromide registration in California. At the same time, CIRS is fully committed to providing
sound, reliable data upon which to base public policy decisions involving the agricultural and
rural economies of our state. In what follows we do not attempt to answer the question of
whether or not methyl bromide should be banned. Rather, given the trend toward more

restrictions on pesticide use, the need for valid, useful economic modeling will become even

more important.

We find the CDFA report to be seriously in error, and that the economic analysis on
which it is based to be fatally flawed. In what follows we examine the CDFA report and

relevant published reports from the economists of the UCB group.

At least three additional unpublished reports from the UCB group are cited as source

material for the CDFA report but these have not been published as yet or, for that matter, even

' California Department of Food and Agriculture, "Methyl Bromide. an Impact Assessment," Sacramento, California, January
9, 1996.






